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Like Mr. Sandler, Mrs. Michelle O’Brien felt that “delivering signs felt 
extra special this year.” Mrs. O’Brien prides herself in keeping in touch 
with her students and following their careers once they leave her       
classroom. She has spent time in working within the AVID program, and 
currently has been teaching AP Language and Composition, CP          
Freshman English, Speech and Debate, and also Model UN. 
 “When students leave your class,” O’Brien began, “it is enjoyable 
to know that you will see them again around school and get updates on 
what they are doing [and] where they are headed after high school.” 
 It goes without saying that when one decides to become a teacher, 
a great deal of that reasoning comes from the fact they wish to assist     
others in      
becoming    
successful. But 
with COVID, 
the teacher-
student         
relationship 
has been 
strained via 
Distance 

Learning. 
 “Our collective COVID experience has made me realize how important small 
things, like catching-up conversations, can be.” 
 O’Brien finds it both “inspiring and motivating” when she gets the chance to see 
what the next step in her students’ lives hold. 

 While on 
her route, Mrs. 
Kimberly Maxwell 
was able to deliver 
a sign to one of her 
former AP          
Language and            
Composition        
students, Adan 
Melena. While    
conversing with 
Melena, he        
mentioned that     
Distance learning is 
better for him       
because he does not 
like to talk. They 
shared a laugh as Mrs. Maxwell definitely “remember[ed] that” aspect about 
Melena.  
 Each and every teacher and staff member had their reasons for       
wanting to participate in an activity such as this. When our world was turned 
upside down, the search for nostalgia and normalcy took precedence. One 
constant remained: community. 
 At A.B. Miller, a community has been cultivated so that students      
understand they have a support system outside of the confines of their home. 

They have a support base that has readily contributed to their growth academically in hopes of igniting a future filled with successes and ultimately, 
happiness.   

Mrs. Donna Omar and Mrs. Nicole Robinson snapped a quick self with senior 

Faith Lopez. It was extra special for Lopez to have Mrs. Robinson deliver her  

Senior Sign has Lopez has been in Miller’s Dance program since her freshman 

year and in Conservatory for the past two years. Mrs. Adrienne Albert was       

fortunate enough to deliver a sign to her current AP Literature and Composition 

student, Eduardo Aguilar. She loves to see the “excitement and shock on the     

student’s (and parent’s) faces!” 

By Staff 
 History was made on Wednesday, May 5.   
Baltimore Orioles ace, John Means, did the              
improbable; he retired all 27 batters he faced, but did 
not pitch a perfect game. 
 John Means, known for having one of the best 
circle change-ups in all of the major league baseball 
has flirted with an uptake in his fastball velocity the 
past year and a half. Means fell in love with his     
newfound heat and forgot what got him to the show: 
the slow stuff.  
 On Wednesday, Means struggled with his      
off-speed pitches in the early innings and relied        
instead on well place fastballs; he painted the corners 
of the plate and kept the Seattle Mariners’ offensive 
attack off-balance by changing the batter’s eyesight 
from pitch-to-pitch. By the fifth inning, Means and his 
change-up had once again become best friends and it 
saw the left-hander dotting it with pin-point precision 
and accuracy.  
 At times, Means change-up was as slow as 83 
miles per hour, a stark contrast from his fastball, 
which clocked as high as 95. This allowed Means to  

effectively start off 26 of the 27 batters he faced 
with strike one. Not only that, but Means 
(notoriously for working fast) struck out a career 
high 12 Mariners at the plate on 113 pitches. 
 So if Means did not walk anyone, did not 
hit anyone, and did not surrender a hit to any of the 
Seattle Mariners, then how in the heck did he not 
pitch a perfect game? 
 This is where history was made–when     
facing Sam Haggerty in the bottom frame of the 
third, on a 1-2 count, Means through a curveball 
that caused catcher Pedro Severino to bounce up 
from his crouched position, ultimately dropping the 
ball and having it trickle slowly to the backstop. 
Haggerty, know for having decent speed, took off 
to first and made it without even an attempted 
throw from Severino. 
  

Severino would have his revenge, as 
he gunned-down Haggerty trying to 
steal second base while J.P. Crawford 
was at the plate. 
 So when it was all said and 
done, John Means had become the 
first pitcher in major league          
baseball history to throw a “non-
perfect no-hitter.” Means would have 
been just the twenty-fourth person to 
accomplish the feat of pitching a   
perfect game. 
 The last no hitter thrown by 
an Orioles pitcher was Jim Palmer 
against the Oakland A’s in 1969. In 
1991, four Orioles pitchers combined 
for a no-hitter. 


